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For our resource, we chose to create a series of videos that share a puppet 
and inclusive early childhood education focus.

Resource 1: The Puppet Hub
The purpose of this YouTube channel is to develop a channel for educators 
and caregivers about puppet-facilitated learning opportunities that increase 
the meaningful participation of young diverse learners.

Resource 2: The Under Years
The purpose of this YouTube channel is to develop an online collection of 
videos resources for preschool-aged children and the adults who care for 
them. The videos utilize puppets (and other props) to help provide and model 
meaningful, inclusive educational experiences, with a focus on sensory, 
imagination and communication.

Resource 3: Relaxing Art Activity
Provides students with a creative outlet in hopes of giving their developing 
minds a break to have fun. By allowing creativity time, it gives them a chance 
to express themselves and can also help with mental blocks in other areas of 
their learning.

Create a RESOURCE for the autism collective website



Supporting 
theories:

Social learning theory: 
social learning occurs 
through observation.

Bandura

Sociocultural theory of development: 
learning is a collaborative process 

between a child and their social 
environment, including their cultural 

context.

Theory of multiple intelligences: 
there are multiple ways of 

learning, problem-solving and 
product-producing.

vygotsky

Gardner



How students access 
content 
● Visual supports
● Auditory
● Tactile
● Kinesthetic

How students 
demonstrate knowledge  
(CAST, 2018) 
● Signs/Pictures/

Symbols
● Communication 

boards
● Speech generating 

devices
● Gestures 

Universal design for learning (UDL):

representation engagement expression

Obtaining children’s 
attention, increasing 
their motivation
● Strengths
● Preferences
● Choices
● Relationships
● Cultural Relevance



Option 3: Online 
accessible resources 
for Autism Shelter-
and-Play Project.

● Diverse learners 
ages birth to five.

● Practitioners 
working in Inclusive 
preschools and 
Early Childhood 
Special Education 
environments. 
(teachers, 
therapists, 
caregivers)

● Families and 
caregivers

PROJECT DESIGN

representation
objectives and 

goals
target 

participants

● Provide videos that 
increase 
knowledge and 
skills related to  
puppet-enabled 
strategies

● Provide videos that 
increase diverse 
young learners’ 
knowledge and 
self-regulation 
related to sensory 
processing. 

● Virtual platform 
(YouTube)

setting and 
context



Video modeling (VM):

Why is VM so effective for autistic children?

“Video modeling is a well-validated behavioral intervention that has been 
developed to facilitate observational learning. It has been used successfully to 
teach skills as diverse as parent training, social skills, and instruction for 
speech therapists. It generally involves the subject observing a videotape of a 
model engaging in a behavior that is subsequently practiced and imitated.”           
(Corbett & Abdullah, 2005)

It has been speculated that features of autism, such as over-selective attention, a 
restricted field of focus, preference for visual stimuli, and avoidance of face-to-
face attention may actually be capitalized on while using video modeling. Autistic 
individuals often benefit from visually cued instruction and show strengths in 
processing visual rather than verbal information. In addition, video modeling 
offers a way to learn through social models without initial face-to face 
interactions.”   (Corbett & Abdullah, 2005)



● Designed to ensure that diverse students can access and participate 
in routines and activities in learning environments. 

● Videos on the channel demonstrates how ECE/ECSE teachers can 
increase diverse learners’ meaningful participation through puppet-
facilitated learning opportunities.

● Strategies may support diverse learners with self-expression, 
communication, problem solving, self-regulation, and emotional 
safety. 

● The channel promotes practitioners’ (teachers, therapists, caregivers) 
access to puppets by focusing on simple strategies using no-cost or 
low-cost materials. The channel is publicly accessible and free.

● The channel also provides examples of how practitioners can adapt 
puppets so that diverse learners can access them. 

● Strategies may be individualized to learners’ ages, stages, 
preferences, and special interests of neurodiverse participants.

● The project uses the UDL framework to consider participation as 
learners' expression, comprehension, and engagement  (CAST, 2018).

● Includes examples of how practitioners can use Video Modeling and 
social skills puppet shows to model engaging in behaviors that 
learners can imitate and practice” (Corbett & Abdullah, 2005).

Resource 1: The Puppet Hub



1. Literature review
a. Conducted a literature review with the guiding research question, 

“What is the evidence that puppet-enabled educational strategies 
support the meaningful participation of young diverse learners?” 

2. Needs Assessment
a. Developed and implemented a Qualtrics online survey to acquire 

quantitative input regarding special education professionals’ 
attitudes towards children's’ participation, online professional 
development resources, and attitudes about puppets. 

b. Survey was posted on two Facebook groups, Early Childhood 
Special Education Teacher’s Lounge and PreK Special Education 
Teachers. 

3. Expert Review
a. Created a Qualtrics online survey for my usability review, which I 

emailed to each member of my expert review team to complete

THE PUPPET HUB: Process of Evaluation



1. Literature Review (10 Articles):
a. Puppets increase developmental relevance: puppet-enabled learning 

may be conducive to playful, imaginative learning.
b. Puppets ay support emotional safety in early childhood learning 

environments.
c. Puppets may increase the quantity and quality of children’s 

communication and self-expression in preschool classrooms.
d. Puppets may also contribute to problem-solving and self-regulation 

skills.
2. Needs Assessment (46 Respondents):

a. Interest in learning more about how to use puppets. 
b. Students struggle most during large group activities and transitions.
c. Need resources they could use with limited time and resources. 
d. Challenge of creating learning opportunities for classrooms with diverse 

developmental ages and stages. 
e. Preferred videos 3-5 minutes in length.

3. Expert Review (3 Panel Members):
a. Experts were interested in seeing the strategies in action. 
b. Wanted to see more examples of puppetry, stories about how students 

responded to the puppet strategies, and videos with actual 
demonstrations of using puppets in classroom settings. 

Project Design: OUTCOMES



1. Created a Puppet Hub YouTube Channel with three 
playlists: Functional Skill Development; Engaging 
Children’s Interest, Attention, and Participation; and 
Accessibility.

2. Created six videos videos that feature demonstrations 
and explanations of puppet-enabled learning 
strategies. 

3. Created a YouTube Community Tab feature designed 
for viewer engagement outside of the videos comments 
sections. 

Project Design



Supporting Material

The Puppet Hub
YouTube Channel



Supporting Material

The Puppet Hub
Playlists Tab



Supporting Material

The Puppet Hub
Discussion Tab



● YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEsGFpQLLzMFcIImQxqctFQ/playlists

● Inclusive preschool education experiences for children, ages 5 and under 
(and the adults who care for them).

● Where sensory, communication & imagination come to play.

Resource 2 : The under years

CLICK TO INTRO PLAY VIDEO:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEsGFpQLLzMFcIImQxqctFQ/playlists


● 1st Playlist = Meet the Cast of Characters. 
○ Sensory related: “Too loud. Too bright. Too Crowded.” 
○ Non-verbal puppets, some use of ASL and PECS

● 2nd Playlist = Interview related to the creation and relevance. 
○ “Identify with it or identify it in others”  
○ Sensory avoidant or “sensory sensitive”

● 3rd Playlist = Puppets in Education. 
○ Video modeling using puppets, first person, etc.
○ Communication, Imagination, Social Relations focused

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEsGFpQLLzMFcIImQxqctFQ/playlists

Resource 2 : The under years

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEsGFpQLLzMFcIImQxqctFQ/playlists


Resource 3 : Student & teacher relaxing art activity

Calming “create your 
own hand puppet” 
activity video to pull in 
students by using art, 
creativity, simple step by 
step directions, and 
flexibility of how much 
or how little structure 
they need.

Purpose Supplies Needed
1. Sticky Notes
2. Marker

Activity Instructions



Benefits of the “Create Your Own Hand Puppet”

Creativity Outlet

Good For All Ages

Flexible Visual Activity

Provides students with a 
creative outlet in hopes 
of giving their developing 
minds a break to have 
fun. By allowing creativity 
time, it gives them a 
chance to express 
themselves and can also 
help with mental blocks 
in other areas of their 
learning.

“Create Your Own Hand 
Puppet” is an easy activity 
for all ages and only 
requires a sticky note 
and a marker. This 
activity has a simple step 
by step procedure. 

Some students need more 
structure and specific 
directions when they are 
learning how to make 
something while other 
students enjoy having the 
freedom to do what they 
want. This puppet activity is 
flexible in that the amount of 
instructions can vary as 
needed.
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